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Thanks

Thls publ lcat ion should not  be v iewed as def in i t ive ln  any sense of  the word.

I t  is  s tnply  tbe resul ts  of  the studies made by a group of  people whlch t } tey

would l ike to sbare wi th tbe people of  l l t i tnesharn and anyone e lse who nay f ind

such works ln teregt lng.  lVe hope a lso that  th ls  work may encourage others to

take a more posi t ive ln terest  ln  the p lace in  which they l ive,  wi th the

real isat ion of  what  t ras gone before.

Thanks are due to a nunber of  people for  tbel r  help ln  the wr i t ing and

pub l i ca t l on  o f  t h i s  wo rk :

To  the  s ta f f  a t  t he  Su f fo l k  Reco rd  O f f i ce ,  i n  pa r t i cu la r  C l l ve  Pa ine '  t he

Educat lon Advieer ,  vho suppJ. ied a good deal  of  our  mater ia l .

.  .  .  To Mrs Gibbous,  Mlss Maynard and Mrs Hi l l  for  thei r  work on the

iL lus t ra t t ons ,
. . .  To tbe Kesgrave and Claydon Adul t  Centre who have nade the publ lcat lon

of  th is  book le t  Poss ib le .
. . .  To Mrs D. Barker of Wltneshan who suppl led so much of the

necessary for our wrl t ings.
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OLD WITNESHAM

If  I  were asked what  I  miss most  about  "o ld"  Wl tneshan,  I  th ink f  would say the
cot tage homes,  and the people vho l ived in  then.  They were most ly  born of  hard-
work ing parents,  wi th a pr ide and sto ic lsm unequal led anywhere out 's ide East  Ang1ia.
I t  is  somet imes said that  the East  wlnd nade the people of  Eastern England hard
and dour,  but  behind those character is t ics,  there lay far  more,  -  a  peop1e so in
tune wl th Nature through thei r  everyday work and contact  wi th thel r  neighbours,
that they had a keen understanding of hunan nature, a superb sense of hurnour, and
usual ly ,  an inpl ic l t  and s inpJ.e fa i th  in  God and the hereaf ter .

Unfortunately, when I arrived here in 1940, many of those hornes and people had
already gone, but I an privileged to have known a few, and through then, J.earned
nuch of  l f l tneshamrs past  h is tory,  and r  of ten arr ive at  some spot  when walk ing
through the v i l tage aow, which rernLnds me of  a conversat ion or  n i t t ic isn passed
by the locals,  and the narks of  thei r  work and t rades are of ten st l l l  v ls lb le on
the bui ld ings and tn the f ie lds.

One day,  I  ca l led on an o ld lady,  and receiv ing no reply  to ny knock,  wondered i f
she was a l r ight ,  and so peeped through the window; there she was,  on her  knees
in front of her armchalr. She caught sight of rne, and coning to the door remarked,"ny dear I  am sorry I  d idn ' t  hear  you knock,  I  was Just  thanklng the Good Lord
for  a l l  h is  merc ies. ,  I  be l leve her  sol -e lncome was the Old Age pension as i t  was
then knovm, and the amount  at  tbat  t ime about  25 shi l l ings (€1.2S) per  week.
She told ne that sbe and her husband had brought up a farnity of elght or ten children
on 1O shi l l ings (50p)  per  week,  and i f  i t  ra ined a lo t  dur ing the week,  he sonet imes
brought home only 8 shil l ings. I asked her how she could possibly manage on that
amount, and she said that she bought 3d worth of l lver, and some bones fron the
butcher. She fed the famlly on soup made fron the bones, and dunplings during the
week, and they had l1ver on Sundays. They also had a few fowls to provide then
wl th eggs,  and grew al l  tbe i r  vegetables on an a lLotnent  or  garden.  Since a 1ot
of the Cottagers kept a pig there was sometimes a piece of pork or bacon as wel1 as
the odd rabbl t .

A few years ago'  an o ld f r iend ln her  e ight les,  to ld ne of  a day she had been
vorking ln the harvest f leld alongside her husband; she was walking hone ln the
evenlng,  and hear lng the church c lock st r lke n ine,  hastened her  s tep because
she had to get a meal cooked for her nsn who was comLng hone later! I expect
they had both been on the go slnce slx orclock that morning, and would be up and
at  1t  again at  6 a.n.  next  day.  Such was l i fe  1n l f l tneshan,  less than a century
ago.

They had thelr entertainments, the nenfolk would gather together for a garne of
Ski t t les,  Bowl ing or  Steel  Quol ts  at  the Bar ley Mow. Their  hol idays vere few,
- Good Friday, when weat.her pernitt l-ng, they sowed their seed potatoes often
kept fron the previous year's crop. Easter Monday and Whlt Monday they had a
snal l  Fai r ,  consis t lng of  a few sta l l -s  and f ro l ics usual . ly  hel .d around the
Bar ley Mow, where thel r  wares conslsted of  saucers of  cooked prunes,  whelks J.n
v lnegar,  and huge d ishes of  Rice Pudding sold at  |O per  por t ion.  Chr is tnas
Day was enjoyed wt th thei r  fa 'n i l les,  and on Boxlng Day there was of ten a p igeon
Sboot. The rest of the days of the year were taken up with work and thelr prlde
in its achlevenent. The women fouud joy ln keeping thelr homes and chlldren
as neat  and c lean as possib le,  and achleved wonderfu l  resul ts  wi th thei r  needle
and thread on any ar t lc te of  c loth ing,  or  p iece of  nater ia l  which they could
acqulre. lTaste not, want not ryas their maxln.



OLD WITNESITAM

Furtber companionship was found for both nen and wonen, by working together in

the f ie lds, and farnhouses. Harvest t ine with l ts "elevenses" and ' lbever" was

a Joy and recreation for the children, and the gLeanlng of the loose corn to be

grouna into f lour to provide bread, the catching of rabbits,  or a r ide on the

waggon, gave them all the arnusement they needed during the Surnrner School Holidays.
Perhaps a Treat of Tea and Games at tbe Rectory or HalL, or a day at the sea-
side, crowned these weeks of happy freedom and lnterest.

The v i l lage was v i r tual ly  se l f  support ing,  -  there uere at  least  three General

shops,  two Blacksni ths,  twoWheelwr lghta,  two Undertakers,  three Bul lders and

Carpenters,  three Mi l ls  ( two lYlnd and one Steam) -  the steam mi l l  was a lso a

Mal t lng,  one Harness Maker,  two Slroemakers,  a Poul t ry  Dealer ,  p lus of  course

several  Dairy  Farns where mi lk  and but ter  were obta lnable,  and a pork butcher .

We evea had a f tax factory dur ing the second hal f  o f  the 19th century.

Before the days of  a Dist r ic t  Nurse,  there was a v i l lage Midwi fe,  one of  the

vi l lagers who would go to the houses as needed,  look af ter  l , [o ther  and Baby'  and

cook and c lean for  the ' rest  of  the fani ly  unt j l  Mother  was up and about  again

usual ly  10 to 14 days.  At  that  t ine,  babies were born at  hone,  no chasing of f

to  Hospi ta l  unless there was something very wrong.  This Good Sanar i tan would

also tend the s ick and prepare the dead for  bur ia l ,  and in addi t lon do the

washing (no washing machines in  those days)  and look af ter  her  own fani ly  as we1l .

There were usual ly  one or  two men who would undertake shaving and hai rcut t lng

at  2d,  a t ime,  of ten ou a Sunday urorn ing.  This was a serv ice uruch appreciated

and the locals gathered to wai t  thei r  turn.  I t  could be qui te lucrat ive and

add a shi l l ing or  two to the Barber 's  meagre income. He was usual ly  a farr t

worker .



lD ttlrEsErr

ttrrr tl! a Readlug Roon ln the Lower Street and this was once the.rendevous
3ct lbc Suaday norning halrcuts,  as wel l  as a place to catch up on the news.
tb Serley Uos was another meetlng place, and in wlnter wlth huge f l res
ta:?lEt tn the grates, the lads would roast chestnuts to enjoy wlth their  beer.
t€..:1res a nan frorn Ipswlch would call with a basket of Klppers and Bloaters
G:cl  could also be cooked over the tap roon f i re.  He also sold oranges fron
3!.  sue basket as the f tsh!

trc'f years ago, a young man set off fron his hone rout Framsden way' to begin
rsoiber l l fe in the New World. l t t i th his bundle on his shoulder,  he started
rr l , t rng to fpswich on the f i rst  leg of his long journey, there to pick up the
Lo,c.don Coach to help hin on the way to the shlp whlch was to bear him across
::c OceaD. His brother walked along beside hln for company, and when they
reecbed the top of the blg hi l l  at  l { t i tnesham, the brother said that he would
to no further. So, they shook hands and partdd there, the enigrant to contlnue
bis journey to Amerlca, his brother to return to the old hone ln the Suffolk
couutryslde. Ever since, the place of thelr  farewel l ,  has been known as Anerica
H i 1 1 .

As can be seen fron o1d pictures and photographs, the other Wltnesban hi l l
known as Juby's Shoot, was once very nuch steeper and nore difficult to ctfunb
than i t  ls today. So dl f f lcuJ.t ,  ln fact,  that horses vi th heavy loads could
not get up without assistance. For nany years, l l r .  John Juby l ived and farned
at Hi l l  Ferm, where he kept a horse to assist  t ravelLers who needed help; for
whlch service, he charged one shl l l tng. So, the hi lL became known as Juby's
Shoot,  and remains so to thls day.

In the Suffolk Subsldy Returu of L327 for Witnesham, one lnhabltant ls
descrlbed as Johanne del We1le (of the lTell) and another Johanne atte Welle
(at the wel l ) .  I  assune this refers to the ancl.ent wel l  by the l {ar Menorial ,
and i f  this ls so, l t  nust have been in exlstence for over 6O0 years. For nany
years l t  was the chlef dr inklng water supply for that part  of  the vl l lage, whlch
ln Donesday ls call.ed Finsford and at that tine seems to have been a hamlet of
Witneshan. There ere a lot  of  spr lngs ln this ares, one by the Old Stean MlLl
ren contlnuously lnto a gul.ley. Dr. Meadows of Ot1ey used alvays to fil l a
bott le with thts water for dr inkl .ng, whenever he passed, and sald l t  was the
best and purest he knew of.

Fynford Brldge Unttl 1892 the rlver raD ecroas the road, and when lt was l-n
ful l  f lood, l ight carts,  t raps and carr iersf  carts,  crossed over by means of a
vooden footbr idge set at  one slde of the road. Drovers had di f f icutty
gettlng flocks of sheep through the water, and sometimeg they too were driven
over the brldge. Accordlng to a record f have, the nev bridge taklng the
road over the river or ford, was begun on the 15th September 1892 and conpleted
17th Decenber 1892. Thls brldge was replaced by the present one in 1981.


