
Swilland and Witnesham grouped Parish Council
Clerk: Mrs.Libby Cotton, The Old Vicarage, Swilland, IP6 9LP

Email: old.vic@onetel.net – tel: 01473 785355

Minutes of the annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 18th April 2007.

Present:   Mr.Hindle, Mr.Lightfoot, Mr.Leggett, Mr.Lea, Mr.Noble, Mr.Butler, Mrs.Camp, 
Mrs.Shaw,  Mr.Tyrrell, County Councillor Peter Bellfield,  Mr.and Mrs.Richard Stennett, 
Mr.and Mrs.Philip Mead, Karen Cook and Mrs.Erica Burrows.

1. Mr.Hindle welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. Apologies received from: Mr.Laughlin, Mr.Farrow, Miss Cade, WPC Vicky 

Gilmore, Mrs.Reynolds.
3. The minutes of last year’s meeting were read and approved.
4. Chairman’s report: “ In several ways 2006/7 has been a mixed year for the Parish 

Council. 
1) Despite the work of  John Lightfoot and the Planning Committee progress 

has been slow in taking forward the Affordable Housing project: it is hoped 
that plans can be submitted soon for 6 houses, but we are still some way off 
getting the scheme under way.  

2) The Parish Council has sought interest in a Parish Plan and considered 
Quality Council Status but there has been little support for either. The same 
could be said for getting a parish website launched. I am also disappointed 
that there were no new candidates interested in standing for the parish council 
which means there will be no election in May.

3) On a more positive note there have been some notable projects. 
a) the community car park at the school was improved and resurfaced 

in June at a cost of £16,000
b) We purchased a brand new mower to cut the footpaths - £1,600.
c) The Parish Council sponsored a showing of the film A Village 

Requiem which was very interesting and well attended. Thanks to 
Bob Farrow for organising that event. 

d) The Parish Council has been pleased to support the setting up of 
the Youth Club and thanks to all those involved, particularly Geoff 
Lea. There have been some incidents of disturbances and public 
nuisance particularly involving the kicking of footballs at the top of 
Weyland Road. There was a mediation session held with the 
residents of Weyland Road, the local boys involved, and the 
mediation service which seemed to go well. I hope that this will 
sorted the problem for the time being. I have offered to discuss and 
investigate football facilities with the youths but to date there has 
been no take up. 

e) I am pleased to report that the Parish Council has agreed to fund a 
new bus shelter at the top of Weyland Road. This will cost around 
£5000. 

                      4)     Finance 2006/7.       Total income:    £19,245.00
                                                                        expend:     £20,848.94  
                                                          Reserve balance:     £18,300.
                               Our precept for 2007/8 will be £10,000.
                      5).     After eight years as Chairman I am standing down although hope to 
                               continue on the Council. I would like to thank all councillors for their 
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                             input during the last year and for all the work of Libby as clerk.   
                             I also want to give special mention to John Leggett who is standing down as
                             both parish councillor and District Councillor. John has been on the 
Council 
          for 32 years and for the last eight years has been a SCDC councillor. As a 

                parish councillor he has given an incredible service to this parish including 
12 years as chairman and a long time as Manager of the Playing Field
 committee.”
Mr.Hindle then made a presentation to Mr.Leggett .

5. County Councillors report:  Mr.Bellfield said he was making a good recovery. He is 
Still fully available on the phone to any parishioners. He reported the usual problems 
with budget and council tax. The current target of savings is £22 million on top of the 
£24 million from last year. SCC is getting advice on cutting back spending, and are 
hoping for a larger grant from central government, this follows the example of SCDC 
a few years ago.  The SCC budget is £500 m. He said that the rumours of 10,000 
redundancies is rubbish. 
There is to be school reorganisation within the county – a cross party panel decided 
to convert the 3 tier areas to 2 tier. There is a strong campaign being mounted by 
middle school interests. There is also a reorganisation of the legal departments within 
the CC. Ipswich have gone for Unitary Council status which the government may not 
ratify on grounds of increased costs.

6. District Councillors report:  Mr.Leggett reported that the main work has been on the 
S Area Development control and the Local Development Framework. A consultation 
document has been published and the parish council responded recently. Witnesham 
will not be greatly affected.
Mr.Leggett wished the council good luck and gave his thanks for their kind words 
and the gift. 

7. School governor’s report: none received.
8. VHMC committee: Mrs.Shaw reported that a new cooker has been installed.
9. Suffolk Constabulary report: this can be viewed at the meeting if desired.
10. Poors Land report: Mrs.Shaw reported that the usual Christmas gifts of tea and 

biscuits had been distributed to the pensioners of Swilland. There are two donkeys 
coming from the Donkey Refuge. The planting of new grass is happening.

11. Youth Club: Mr.Lea’s report will be available at the meeting. He spoke of the need 
for help and leadership and Mr.Hindle offered any support from the Parish Council 
that might be needed. The question of the play area/football pitch was raised again. 
Mr.Hindle said that there are issues with lighting, siting, expense etc. We really need 
to try to discover what the level of demand is from the young people in the village.
WASCC:  Mr.Hindle said that we need a greater dialogue with other organisations – 
what opportunities are there for joint efforts, projects etc. Mr.Tyrrell remarked that 
the Village Hall is a poor location for extra activities.

12. AOB:  Mr.Rush commented that it was a pity there was no school governors report 
and suggested that next year the clerk should write to the Head of Witnesham School 
to get a report for the APM. 
Mr.Stennett asked why it had taken so long to get the Affordable Housing scheme 
going? Mr.Lightfoot said we had had trouble finding suitable sites etc. but that things 
were now progressing well.

The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.
                  
                        


